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His Chapter with the two ng 
before, ; and.that,- -widch, 8 
laws, are all. four parts'ot 
lame prophetick Scainen, G "» 
appears; by thoſe. words fo 
_— a repeated ip- thern, : In that 
Re WW determining. All:to. the ſame 


er by: jv Baby- 
t beck. $0: that tbe 
the Land, 


jen of. | 


Egypt, 
Th 0 (tor ſo bock! the throw and Greek wards [uſual 
*r inflated tbe Forth on a are * offEh + 


"E Wy \ 
Yi . 


_ 7 Gas, ” 3 "hel | 
xxiv. 10. the City turn'd into a yu a Ruine, 
- nay, in tumnlum, as the Vulgar Latine., of 
E & « 948+ as the Lxx. tranſlate it, wg ons E rear 
&  * Sepuleretoitſelf, butied in igggp} 
E © Cap:Nexv- a.” The lofty Ci 
E— es, and abaſed in the very By 
| .) The City deſolate, and forſakgs ate 
Aermiſe,and deſertall _ Ne Sg 
bat ſo many variatiotis of the 
nifie allthe ſame thing, the Garding of Feruſale:n 
by Nebuchadnezzar, or Trews, of Ca as ſome will 
Havoit ) by both. 1) 01 

This fad: Devaſtation the Prophet Gr A 
boldsie ſpeculs prophetico, ſees it from farin hts | 


. - Propherick. Teleſcope, as clearly, and diſtinQly,as 


Fg # Fs F- 
me . 5 IT 
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F. -1 ewatebefor 
| and:thereithe; whole Sermon paar, ij 
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| both by theother Prophets, and by Ours too Den: | 


© hs eyes; Abd d deſc: ſcribe ay moigigg 


: chiefly. Capxxiv.. tn ſo-loftyi(Language; that. 
many. have miſtaken-it how the End--of : the 
World, and the Conſummation. of all-things. 

But. then; to-ſweeten ſo ſad a Theme, he aſlares 
them, it ſhall yot be a Tlawwadleis, God-will not 
make a final End now : No, a Remnant ſhalt be 
left; as the ſbaking of an Olive-tree, , and as the 
gleaning Grapes., when the Vintage 3s done , 
Cap. xx1v.' 13. |. Nor ſhall they be ohely pre- 
fery'd; but reſtor'd too ; The Lord God will 

in time wipe away. every Tear from 4. all Lacrymams 
Faces, and' at laſt ſwallow up this Death too 4% | 
in ViSory ; Cap. xxv. 8.. He'll turn- their 

Captivities, and rebuild their City, and their n 
Temple too; and All this ſhall be ast were: Life «4 
from the Dead, asthe Apoſtle calls.it, ſomira- Rom: xi, I 
culous a Re-cſtabliſhment, ata JunQure ſo im- l 
probable; "when they are deſtroyed out of. all 

«Ken of Recovery:, that it ſhall be akind, of 

_ \Relurrection 5. and ſo like the great One, that ; 
*ris deſcribed in the very proper phraſes of that, Ezck.xazy 


a little below: the Text, Thy Dead ſhall live y. LY 
again; My dead Bodies ſhall jr Awake, and 
feng,.,ye that <pell in the Duſt, &c.". And then, 

- (whichis of neareſt, Concern tons, -and te.our - 


preſent. Buſigeſs OY ah Drophee.. directs, the 
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themſelves under: fo: great a- 5 SS = 


| he conerives his DireGtions into a threefold Song 


(that they may be the better remarke; and re- 
membred ) tun'd, and fitted tothe three | great | 
Moments of the Evene. 
The firſt, to the time of the Raine it {elf, "Cap. 
xXiv. where having ſet before: their eyes the fad 
proſpe& of the holy City, and Houſe of God in 
Flames; When thus it ſhall be in the midſt- of 
the Land, ſaith he, there ſhall be aRemaant, and 
they ſball tif up their w0yce, and ſing. for the Ma- 
jefty of the Lord, ſaying, Glorifee ye the Lord in 
the Fares, V. 15. And this 1s 777R TW a Song of 


Praiſe. 


The ſecond is ri9yn vo a Song, of Degrees 
or Aſcenſiens, fitted to the time of their Re- 
turn, when All ſhould be reſtor'd, and rebuilt 
again 3 and that we have Cap.xxvii. 2, Inthat 
Day ſing ye unto her; A Vineyard of Red Wine : 
f the Lord do keep it ; I will water it every mo- 
ment; left any hurt it, 1 will keep it night and 
.dd 
"The third ( of which my Text i 154” principal 


' ram) belongs to the whole middle Interval 


between the Ruine and the Reſtauration, in 
this Soug- be 


e have 4 ron 
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© Remnant, that ſhould eſcape, 
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J "Bulwarks, the” As i ke had faid 3 "Tonk 
our City k erred, yet God.is ill our dwelling 
place z\'6tr' Fortrefſes: diſmantled, and thrown 
down;\ but'Salvation 'wilt'He appoint us for 
Walls and' Balwarks ; Our Temples in the - 
Duſt, but God will be to us himſclf, 2s « little Erek. xi.16 
| Sanftuary.” And this is P2bo ww a Song to give 
Inſteuton, teaching them and 1 m them us, how 
todemean ourſelves, while the Calamity lies 
upon us: |ſc.'to make God our Refuge, ver, 4- 
to wait for him'in the' Way of his Judgmencs, 
ver. 8. and in this” 9 ver. earneſtly to defire bin 
fromthe very foul in the Night ( in ks Darkeſt, 

- and Blackeft of the AﬀiQtion ; ), .to ſeek, bins 
early, when it begins to. dawn towards a better 

- condition 37 andin the meantime, as'tisin' the | 
Text, to improve all this ſeyere Diſcipline, as 
heintendsi it, for the advancing us in the know- 
ledge of Him, 'and"of our ſelves, and” of our 
whole Duty 3; ' For When thy Pacbmtents are in- 
the Earth, the Inhabitants of 8he World will learn 
Righteouſneſs. 

A Text you ſee, that ſuppoſeth Judgments 
in the Earth, 'or upon' a Land ( as its rgens | 
on Yand lo ſutable to our fad Condition :: 

Text too, 'thatpropoſeth oar Learning, as its 

End, and Defign, and fo {utable ( one would - 

| think ) to Slit Triclipation, t00.- The CharaQter; 
and Geains of the A & we livein, is Learned :- 
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ERR: JL -n Tl X pre We are ma cE 

H  aoute E hilafophes EL be +=; Ni 

- 4s;])-moſt-ofus grand Paliticks; and Stitch 

too';;;AMl of us' (-without Exception” Ls 

+  Divines; ;—— wyl needs be wiler, 'than 

Neighbours but however wiſer than: ay Pew: 

chers, \and Goyernors, if not/aviler that 
himſelf. A kirid of Moral Rickets; that fiwells, 

and puffs up the Head, while the whole inner 

t Man ww the Heart waſis, and'dwindles. Forlike 

2Tim.ii.6.7 the filly Women, Diſciples to therold* Gi 

; while weare thus ever leurning (' pretendi 
Lats Heights,and Profictencies) we epi boviet 
e.the knowledge of the Trmh*( tht Trath which 

zs according unto Godlineſs ; 5 3 In fine ne amongft 

ſo many Learner®they /are but few, "tae learn 

Righteouſneſs : = And therefore Gol himſelf 
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al Text," but. 'the'Reſfti tao ſuppos'd dapleaſl ov L 
covertly imphed/}: . ibs; l. pion 2o6 ac 4.52 oi 
For-whe 7 ah hu | SheLereb Clauſe 3 
of the propoſition, The habitathts tbe World - 
will learn; We find” our ſelves\there under 
a double-Formalitie, / as -Learners, and-ag/Tri- 
habiters. "As Learnersfirſt;:and(ſo ondn'giwlith r. 
Faculties-of Reafon3>Podwers.ofa Seut capable | 
' of Learning, whatis tobelcarn'd; iftampe, and 
| poſleſt with firſt Principles, and common! _ 
| tions, which deeply: ſearob'd; and duly 1 2 
avd cultivated; might eeach! us Muchio Ri he BR 
teoalneſs. '- And this is:Scbola' Cords in Dons 
miterion:;/ the $choat of :the-Heare,”/ God's firſt .; - 
Selial hp lmdaVWordoithin\be: Second - 254.7 2 
ly,asInbabirants of the' gieav which 
15 /God's School too, as welbas _— Hull 
of DoGrines-and. inſieddioas; Scbuls 
in ewry oy CI Lalobeof | 
hteoulneſ(s, 4-S ey mileridemt;ON offett, 
| aj PATE PE ger yrenart both.:trom 
the Nagural Wag, rw? from*the> Political; 
whether Schota[Repniz or Schuts: Beekefuel. > Ok 
if we aches tldekite Branch ofthe Texts, .- 
When thy by Frdgh laments are inthe Earth: This when _ 
they ave, ſech abs” tice, -when rey 
are nobiniithe Earth, and'rbat time'i3olbt pier Ezek, tvi. oy 
of. lowej\( astheProphec ſpeak) che Seuſdnof 2 
Mere 37 'S6 chat; Phiddly,beryr Falls Myer | 


, | "edi the School of God's 5 tender Mercics 4 

[Hoſ. xi. 4. inviting us, gently leading, and draws ne with | 

HE the the Crdf «Man with the Bank af Two 

4. p cle will{erve; bf $ 
S = 5 Aran the Schookof 'God's ſevere 
Judgments driving us toRepentance,/and'icom- 
pelling us to comein and: Team Righteouſneſs, 
A proviſion (youſee) every way fufficient,and 
abundantfor our Learning, Were not We, want- 


ing to our ſelves... --/:; 
_  Butalas}\we'ma nopihinh by the Tex, and ja: I- 
ly read nittheſe:? ſo many. very 


Natiral DeduGions;:and " eborne from it. 
x. Fuſt,ourown Ignorance and Stupiditie ; Born 
Jobxi:12. like:a : wilde Aﬀſe's (Colt;;as Zhphar ſpeaks} 3:04 
; thento our Natural weadd-affefted. Ignorance 
too; So that we are.much toſeck, and tolearn: 

2. _ Rightcouſncs itmultbe/taught us. );Secondly, - 

| God's: inffdite, Jnaiinetpretible: Grace'and | 
Mercytous3:that::when we had. blurr'd; the 
Original, defa&d the firſt Traces of Righteoul- 
nefs upon our:Souls, he was pleas'd to-provide 
teachit us again- the ſecond ime, 


the Iwaſe bi 
veſs, as:the Apoſtle, 
$6 : Our indocible and unteachable! Homor ,. our 
foul;and fhamefiil Non-proficienc under. ſo 
-pkenitiful.a Grace. For though the Text indeed 


y 


| Gels of our r- Jearathg Rig ws rrhon ©" 
God's Judgments are. pon Ns yer( ifthorp> 
* | pearances of the World abroad. ſyggeſted me 
* | thingto the' contrary ).-'tis.introduc'd here, in 
* | the Text too, asthe. $535 ef the laſt Fpcm,.in 
| God's School, in excluſion of, all the former, as 
ineffetual;: his utmoſt Method not tobeuſed 
bar at aipinch; when all the reſt are Eukirated, 
and prove improſperaus upon us: /And;,then/'tis 
expreſt inthe Originaland learned Verſtors: with, 
ſo many: Limitations and Abatements. ( as we 
ſhall ſee by, and, by _) that. we may, well give it 
up, -as the ſum-and upſhot of All, That our 
All-merciful.God omits no. Means.or Methods 
of our Improvement; . but we (: ſupinely negl- 
gent,, and prodigiouſly ſtubborn as we are) 
render them all ineffe&ual.  : - 
That we.may4o ſo.no. longer, Fog rather 
make good the vrofeilion, with which we have 
dar'd toappear this Day befpre God, of hum- 
bling if 94, IT, his pride ; 
Let-ys ore we paſy.on an 
our Hands. and: gur. Hears t, Fn in; jp 
Heavens, beſeeching him bythe power af his 
mighty Grace ſo: to. ſanRtifie to, ys All; both 
the Senſe of. his proſene Judgments; and all 
our _ Meditations and: Dilcounſes thereupon, 
thatby all we may be. Promeseyl in rang ; 
Righteouln el! S, gi 


; 4 
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The... 


| "Hy 1 bane fig he Works wit hana 
70 bee onfhtſs * 'or Faſtice : :: Whar'sthat'? 


1 NE ch 4"Thing 1 in the World? Ot isit a 


. ohely al ep Word for Intereſt, or Utilitie; and 
) nol juſt,- " bitwhat is profitable; Cornea: 
des his- Afahis Aſfertion retrivid and'own'd 
with open face by 'Cliriſtians ? "Is it not 'the 
caking of v Party! or the efpbulitig of a Fadtion, 
arid appearing for it' with heat hg 'ahimoſity ; 
anda fayage condemning and deſtroying All 
that arenotofit?- Is it not the Profeſſion to be- 
| eve fuch x Syftete 6f Opittitons, what Life ſo- 
ever is coriſequent thereupon?' arr atry invifible 
Righteouſneſs, that never embodies or appears 
in our Adiions, but hovers in the Clouds, in 
- 0 comma and' faribles,  Fhevs nd Man: can 
it? 7M hy 
The Truth is, "0s no piece of Uitighte- 
oufneſs more commen i in the World, that thus 
w wegh Juſtice ies felf in ati unjiſt balince'; 
while every one contrives his Fiporbeſs fre'fo as tO 
veng the Phienomena, fo declares his Notion, as 
' beſt foit and comport with his own un- 
Be ;pHaRices,. Bubthe Righteouſneſs, we 
lite: tolearnjn Gods Schoot, miſt not be a felf- 
choſen Righteouſneſs : 'We muſt not pay God, 


* Name hely, iid #gloriousPretenice ?Asit not 


| .wur Soveraign,. che Tril 0 ute of our Obedience | 


UMI 


— WW... I ens 2 
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as willabide the Touchſtone of -his Word;iand. 
the Balance of his Sanfuuary. 'To/inake ſhore, 
Righteouſneſs or Juſtice, though elſwhere a }. 
ſingle Vertue , © yet here *cis virtually- All: 


——EvnuSlu mo dg, ſaid the Poet 3' and Theogs. - 
the Philoſopher after bim , Ov pipGi dptrisy an” Ethic.v.1e | 


an «perm 67m, nota part, bur all Vertue': And 
ſo often both in Scripture and Fathers, 'compre- 
henfively all Religion,the whole Dury of Man: 


1 Th crmadr extanenos, (aith S.Chryſoftome - Onmes Hom. 12. in; 


Virtutum ſpecies uno Tutti nome, (aith S. Fe- 
rome : Not.a particular Star, nor a- fr ingle Con- 
ſellation, butawhole Heaven of Vertues, art 
entire' Globe of Moral, and: Chriſtian Perfe&i- 
ons ; an Univerſal ReQitude of the Will; con- 
forming us in all Points to God's Righteous 
Law, the Rule of our Righteouſneſs :.Or if 
you will in two words, 'tis Suum cxique to give 
every One his-Due; Sunm Deo firſt; andthen 
Smnm proximo ; Give God his Due; and- your 
Neighbor too ; Thele are the integral: parts of 
it. So that Righteouſneſs, as the great Rule of 
it hath two Tables, or, if you- will ewo Hem- 
ſpheres, the upper, andthe nether : ; Bothſo vaſt,. 
that' we'\cannor meaſure'them- ina Span (hs 
Span of time allotted 'me :)-I ſhall therefore - 
contra& them to the Occaſion, and give you 
onely ſome of thoſe particular Leſſons of ul 

| LCOULTIELS 


in coyn of our own n Alamo = It wal} be 4 4 " "I 


C. xxiv. 15. 


"4 ae tz 


teonſneſs, which t 


his preſent Ju 


forth, both inirelation to- God himſelf, ' and to 
our- Neighbors ; and then call you, and my 


ſelf to a ſerious Scrutiny , how well we have 
- Jearn'd them, and fo an-end.- k | 
> *And firſt we begin (as weought) in giving 


God his due ; inrendring to God the things 
that are:Gods. To limit this wide Univerlality 
too, and render it-more proper, and peculiar, 
we- may. reduce all toithat firſt of Eſai's three 
Songs mention'd at the beginning, Glorifie ye 
the Lord inthe Fires ; giving him upon this fad 
Qccaſion the Glory of that great Frinity of his 
Attributes; the Glnry of his. Power and Ma- 
zeſty ; the Glory of his Faftice and Equity ; the 
Glory of his Goodneſs 3 Mercy. ; : 
Give him the Glory of his. Power and Great- 
neſs ; which the Prophet calls, ſinging for the 
Majeſty of the Lord, Cap.xxiv. 15. or beholding 
the Majeſty of the Lord, when his hand 3s lifted 
#p, in the Verle after my Text. How great and 


glorious our God is, whois in himſelf incompre- 


henſible, - appears beſt by the glorious greatneſs 
of his Works. It he builds, it is a World, Hea- 
ven and Earth, and the Fulnels of both. - If he 
gives, It is his onely Son out of his Boſom, | the 


Brightneſs of his Glory, and the expreſs Image 


of his perſon, If he-rewards, 'tisa Crown, *tisa 


tupon:our-Land ſeems molt clearly to take us 


| whole Heaven of Glories. _ If 
| ſends a Deluge ; opens the Catarafts of etl 


and a Lake of Brimſtone. If he diſcover hims 


e be angry, | | OYF- "* 


above, and-breaks up the Fountains of the 

great Deep below., and pours forth - whole 
Flouds of Vengeance: Or elſe he rains down $,1vian) 
Hell out of Heaven, and ina moment turns a 

Land like the Garden of God into a dead Sea, 


- ; 
? 


ſelfby any overt expreſſion of his Power,though 
the Intention be meer Mercy and loving Kind- 
neſs, Mortality ſhrinks from it, and cannot bear - 
it. Whenhis Glory deſcends on Mount Sinai, 4 
the people remove, and ſtand afar off, and Let Ex. xx. 12,_ 
not God ſpeak with us (lay they) / ft we die : 19- 
and Depart from me, O Lord , faith S. Peter, Luc. v. 8: 
amaz'd at that miraculous draught of. Fiſhes : 
How much more ſhould the Inhabitants of the 

World tremble before him, when his greatand 

ſore Judgments are i the Earth. Tremble thou pf. cxiv. 7 $. 
Earth at the preſence of God (ſaith the Pſalmiſt ) 
even when he improves the hard Rock into a- 
Springipg Well: Much more, when a fruitfic vf. cvii. 34: | 
_ Land he turns into Barrenneſs, or a ſtately-City | 
"into Aſhes, forthe wickedneſs of them that dwell 
therein. T am horribly afraid, fauth David, for pf. cxix 532 
the ungodly that forſake thy Law:; and I exceed.- Hobo was. | 
ingly fear, and quake, ſaid Moſes, at the giving 21. 

of it : But when our Lord ſhall come againto 
es it, the Powers of - Heaven: ſball beſbaker Marth, xx xiv. 

=o 
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Marth, 


wretched Creatures that we are,. conſcious to 
our ſelves of Duſt, and Sin, totremble, and 
quake at the Wrath of this dread Lord of the 
Univerſe ; at who's Voice alone, the 'great 

aeton. 1. v. Exaperor Caligula runs under the Bed, 'and the 

56, mighty Bel-ſhazzar's loyns are looſed, and his 
knees knock one agamit another, when God 
but writes bitter things againſt him'on the 
Wall. 


Ir were avain AﬀeGcation, to attempt a De- 


Devaſtation. This were to be Ambitioſus in 
Malzs, to chew over all our Wormwood and 
our:Gall again : This were Rogum aſcid polire, 


paint the wood of our funeral pile. I ſhall-one- 


upon the proſped of that horrid Theatre of the 

pſxlvi.s. divine Judgments, and ſay, Come' hither, and 
| behold the Works of the Lord, what Deſolation 
+>": be hathmadeinthe Earth: And then who will 

_- notyoyn with me to ſay upon ſo convincing an 

.- gccafion , We:humble our ſelves ander 'the 
Almighty /hand>of God , the Lord of all the 

World; ' We adote his Power and Majeſty in 
093 | __Jowl 


F'., too; the Angels themſelves (as S:'ChryſoftomJ, 
= interprets J though. pure, -and innocent Crea-: 
Em. 77, in tures ſhall tremble (224%) to ſee the ſeverity of. 
- that Judgment. How much' rather ought we, . 


: ſcription of the: greatneſs .of our late horrible 


- which the XII. Tables 'forbad ;. to carve and 


ly call back your thoughts, to ſtand with me 


ole 5 UK. OE PO In TO OO WE ER 


| { lowly | 
I-]tion*of the World areas a Drop. of tbe Buokes; Mai. xl. 15, 
Iche Globe of the Earth as the; ſmalLD»ſt 'of the 


1 Balance , and who taketh up the Ifles ( even our 


that dwell on high; - and laid the lofty City low, 


bath ſpoken ;- Let alf the Earth keeps ſuruce before 


'profirations 3: before valkous! alt the Nat "I" 1 


Great Bricating too, as we callthem as a very 
little thing.Great ond marvellous.are thy Works, Apoc.xt.3,45 
0 Lord-God: Almighty! Whowould ndt fear thee, 
and glorifie thy Name, when thy Tudgments' are 
thus manifeſt 2 Thou haſt Srbughe them down 


even to the Ground ; the Foyons City of our | 
Solemnities, the Royal Chamber, the Emporium On 
of the World, the Mart of Nations, the very 
Top-gallant of all our Glory inthe Duſt. Ewen Marth. 2.26 
fo boly Father, for ſoit ſeemed geoditatby Jight. We 
fay not to our God, What doflithon'2: Where- 
fore hath the Lord doh thas to this greas City ? 
We replynot, weianſwer not:again: | The Lord 


4 


him. We acknowledge thy handin'jt; - Otour 

God; we ſubmit to thy good pleaſure in civ-; 

wewait for thy ConfbrcinntcinSadialben init. : 
We meckly kf theRodthae ſtciheswsd With © Of 
dying Facob:we defire''to- worthip ##'% Body Hebr.xi.zre 
"ez, with perfe&' Reſignation a3 weareable; | 
heanitio, andrepoſing: /uparsth oy of this thy 
{tors "Forifbult:werest GI Job. ii, 18. 


band of onr God; "ard hats HopAlbrrarlEaal'Þ 
hs *Tis the 7 CaneBleſled ths that Giſtribiites: _ 


4 firikes;; andwirkequal Reverenceand AﬀeRi-]; 
on we adore it, whether He opens-it wide in: 


Pf. cxix.137, 


Leen ae endif 


Bounty, oricontraQts itclofe in Severity-: The 
One the: divine -Rhetorick, to 'perſwade 11s to 


learn Righteouſneſs; the Other his more irre- | 
.. fragable cr por convince and conſtrain us. 


And: therefore We charge not' our Maker 
fooliſhly ; but meekly accept the puniſhment of 
our Iniquity. And having thus ador'd his power 
(which, was the Firſt ) we goon in the next 
place to acknowledge his Juſtice too ; ſaying 
with holy DAVID, Righteous art thou, O 
Lord, and juft are thy Fudgments : The ſecond 
part-of God's Dae, | AJ 

Grivehim the Glory: of his Fftice alſo ; and 
if you learn. no other Righteouſneſs in his 
School, at leaſt learn His, and franckly confeſs 
it t00.' ; For thaugh God's -Judgments may. be 


6, {ecret, yetithey cannot be unjuſt. : - Like the 


great Deepindeed, an AbyſFunfathomable ; But 


though we have no Plamb-line of Reaſon, that ' 


can reach it, our Faith aſſures us, there's Juſtice 


at the Bottom. , Clouds.ard Darkpeſs areronnd. 
_- «bout bim,faiththe Fſulmiſt;; but as it follows, 


Righteouſneſs and Tudgment are the Habitation of 
bis Throne », $0; much: we may. cafily diſcern 
through all the Veils and Curtains that invelop 


him, that Juſtice ſtands always faſt by bis Judg- 
. mentieat;.;; And therefore thoiighitbe:anice, | 


4% as matte i £9 ppt: mY 


je and a-delicate point coaſſign the particular fins, #7- -* 
in| for. which God hath thus ſorely afflicted us.z- yet 

| muſt, we declare (as we are warranted by ſacred 

o | Authority ) That God hath laid this heavy Fudg- The King's 
- | ment pon us All, as an Evidence of bis Diſplea- Declarations 
;.;| ſure for our Sins in general. 

r | Not to engage in that Common Theme ; we 

f | may clear it a little by the Light of our own 
r 

: 

| 


Fires, (the particuJar Inſtrument of our Cala- 

mity) in. two or three RefleGions upon. that. 

God ſpake liis righteous Law at. firſt out of the 

midſt of the Fre; Exod.xix. 18. - Andhe ſhall 

appear from Heaven again in flaming Fire, 2Theſ.i.8. 
taking Vengeance on them that obey it not, 

faith the Apoſtle. Now as the Prophet' Amos 

argues from another circumſtance of Terror, 
wherewith the Law was given, the ſound: of 

the Trumpet (the firſt Trumpet certainly, we 

ever. read of inany Record in the World; as 

the laſt Trumpet (the Apoſtle cells us) ſhall be : Cor. xv. 
that of the Arch-angel to ſummon us to account 5= 

for it ;) Shall a Trumpet be blown. (and ſo fay.I, Amosiii.6. 
ſhall a Fire be kindled) the City (nay, a 
* whole City become but one great Fire.) and the 
people not be afraid ; we not refle&t upon our 
own Guilcineſs before God, who, came at firſt 
with a Fiery. LAW zz h55,right hand to reach us Deur.xxxiil 
our Duty, and- ſhall come again.at laſt with 2: 
' feery Indignation at his left, to devour all thoſe Hebr. x. 27, 


AMSL 4... 


Wo -; 


— 


} chit obey i it wy Again, "Dire and Wite 


2 Pet.ſii.6,7. 


E him che other -Day, when'heeſcap'd fromall 


your Refrain; | wy all your Retayos, , 


"6 
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are the two/great Inſtruments of God's double 


Vengeance upon the World: of :the Ungodly :| 
. The Onelong ſince paſt, recorded: for our In- 


ſtru&ion'; the Other yet to come, the Matter 
(it ought to be, F amfſure) of our continual 


Terror.” The: WW od, that then was, -perifbed by 


Water, (faith S. Peter) and the World, that is | 


now, us reſers/d unto Fire: In the mean time, 
Fire and Water, things'of commoneſt Ute 

with as are alſo 'the ſtanding Metaphors * 
moſt-in every Verſe- of Scripture, to exprel: 


. God's Judgments of all ſorts ; Is it not on pur- 


pole to reminde us, when ever we- hear the 


found; or make uſe of the things, or feel the | 


ſinart' of either, to- refle& upon the heavy 


Wrath of God againſt Sin tn his folemn_ex-- 
preſlions of it ? Once more; Fire is the Tyrant | 


m Nature, the K i=g of the Elements, the migh- 


ty Nimrod | in-the Material World. 'God hath f 


ven us this AQive Creature: for our Servant , 


- and we degrade himto the meaneſt Offices, to 


the Drudgery of the Kitchin, and the labde of 
the Furnace. ' But God can infranchize him , 
when he pleaſe, and let him looſe apon us ; and 


for our Sins;of an uſeful ſervant,make him to us 


2 figorotis, arid a Tyrannical Maſter. You ſaw 


a... Ta amnas. aca 9% 


if ſcorn 'd the Limits, you would have ſer him: 


——m—— 


| Wing'd with our Guile, the flew jan uo 


 over-our: proudeſt Heights, waving his curk'd 


Head, ſeeming to repeat us chat Leflon which 
holy S. Auſtin taught us long ſince, That the in- 


ferior Creatures ſerve us Men, onely that we may 
ſerve him, who made both us, and them 00. If 
_ werebel againſt Heaven, SuvexroAguiens KonuS., 

faith the Wiſeman ; 'the World ſhall riſe in Arms Will. v. 2 


upon us, and fight with Him againſt the Un- 
wiſe. Even the holy Fires of the Altar too, 

though kindled from Heaven on purpole to 
propitiate an angry Deity, prov'd many times 
through Man's provocations, the Inſtruments of 


| his Fury; the- Mercy-Sear became the Arſenal 
of Vengeance, and from: the preſence of God 


bunſelf went forth- thoſe Flames that ſo often. 
devour'd his Adverſaries: And allto teach us 
this Leſſon, That 'tis Sin puts the Thunder into- 
Gods Hand, and turns Flames of Love int0' a 
conſuming F; ire. 

And therefore dream no longer of Grang- 
dees or F ire-Balls , or the reſt of thoſe witty 
Miſchiefs ; ſearch = more for Bontefiens or In— 
cendiaries, Dutch or French : The Dutch In- 
temperance, andthe French Pride and Vanity, 
and the reſt. of their Sins, ' we are ſo fond off, 


are infinitely.more dangerous to us, than hoe 
, Egmity ul ether gs for thele make God: 


-- QUE. Wa 
ſo. PD Pay." C A. fo, T 


>. "oprEnemy too. © 


at AX.7. 


the uns; frog *. > not abroad ; Intus boſtis, 


intus. periculum, faith S. Ferome:- Turn your | 
Eyes inward into your own Boſoms' ; there | 


lurks the great Make-bate, the grand Boutefien 
between Heaven and us. Trouble not your 
ſelves with Planetary AſpeQs,or great ConjunGi- 


ons; but for your own Oppoſetzons direct and - 
Diametral zo God, and his Holy Law. Fear 


not the Signs of Heaven, but the Ss on Earth, 
which have made a Separation between you, 


. and your God. 'Tis injurious to the {weet In- 


fluences of the Stars, to charge them with ſuch 
dire Eftecs, as Wars, and Peſtilences,and Con- 
flagrations : Divine Tuftitie opera bac ſunt 
(latth the F ather ) ©» humane injuſtitie : Theſe 
are the products of God's Righteouſneſs upon 
our Unrighteouſnels. Wherefore glorifie we 
God- in-rheſe our Fires, ſaying with the Pro- 
phet, Righteouſneſs belongs to thee, O Lord, but 
unto us confuſion of Faces, as it is this day, becauſe 
of our manifold Treſpaſſes that we Dave treſpa j 
againſt thee. 

It yer it beexpected I ſhould be more par- 
ticalar, in aſſigning the very Sins that have occa- 
fion'd this heavy Judgment,” cisa ſlippery place, 
and haxd to keep firm footing init. The my- 
ſerious -Text of God's holy Providence (asI 


laid before) is dark and obſcure ; and ſo much _ 


"Or if youl needs Bade out” ; 


ut Þ the more, beca 


ing;) their Conjeures ſo various, and full' of þ 


#24 2." ai ins ths LG his 
. _— 
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| e there are ſomany Interpre- +/ - * 
ters, (for though there be.no infallible Judge of - 


the Senſe of it, yet all Fingers itch to bedo- 


contradiction , ſo tinted and debauche with 
private prejudice, | that they do but: 5p86A#v, 
wreft it unskiltully, as they do the other holy 
Text, Convertunt in mentem ſuam (as the A 2 pet.iii.ns 
thiopick turns that place in S. Peter ) torture, , 
and torment it, till it confeſs their own Senſe. - .;, ... 
As for the many ſpiteful,and unrighteous Gloſſes 
upon the ſad Text of our preſent Calamity, 
(on:which eyery Fation amongſt. us hath a-Re- 
velation, hath an Interpretation ;:).T will not : 
mention, much leſs imitate them. Tufts Ac- Prov xvii 
cuſator ſui, ſaith the Wiſeman : *Tisa righteous *7* 
thing for every Man to ſuſpe@ himſelf, to:look 
firſtinto the plague. of his own heart, .and:to 
be ready toſay with the Diſciples, Maſter, Is it 
zot I? We arc All overapt to charge one an- 
other fooliſhly enough'; to take S. Peters coun- 
ſel,  iaews Cor, to be kinde and. favorable: to.our 
ſelves inour Interpretations and Cenfures; but 
God, me thinks, at preſent ſeems to.accuſe us - 
All. 127754 
When a:Judgment is particularand [reacheth 
but a few, we have a ſavage promptne(sin con-. 
demning the Sufferers, with, This:zs Gods: juſt. 
Judgment for ſuch 4.thing,. which: we, it ſeems, _ 


* "Ja 
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A * irrae, Thavak, ar wa God hunſel, Sock. 
_ 80 lofig/as the Thunder-bolt flies over our own. 
| Heads, we hug our ſelves, and All is well ; *cis 
- ourdear Paſtime, and a high Voluptuouſnels to 
fit and cenſure others, and flatter our ſelves, 
: that we! are more righteous than! they.” To 
meet with this 1]] Humor, .God hath reachr us 
- now an Univerſal Stroke thar comes home to 
 - every Man: Sothat tis as our Prophet ſtates it 
ap, xiv, 2. ft the beginning of this Sermon, As' with the 
Prince -and the Prieft (ior 139 is both) ;fowith 
the people ; | as with the Maſter andthe Miſtreſs, 
fo with the Servant ; as with the Buyer: and the 
Borrower, . ſo with the Seller and the Lender ; Th 
1 fan, He 1s no: Engliſhman that feels not'this 
' Blow: And therefore as the Judgment is Uni- 
| verſal,” let: us-give-glory to God, and confels, 
"Þ thatthe Sin is ) ok; faymo with the good Ne- 
Cap. ix. 32, hemiab;' Thou” att juſt "'O God, in All that 5s 
33, * brought. upon #53. on our King, and on our Piin- 
£es'3/) 0.0nr Priefts, and on our Prophets ; on our 
Farkers; and-on-all thy- People: For thou haſt 
Gone Right, but we have All done Wickedly. God 
give us Grace to take every one the Gam that 
belongs properly tohimfelf, and to joyn hearci- 
ty cogether wa fall Chorus at the laſt, repeatin 
-thar exccllens Exqmulopeſis of holy Davie, wit 
*mhick-Þ began this point; and ſhall pow con- 
clude ©, "Righteous are rhow, '0' Lord, -aird;jniſ 


"wp" wo MW W 
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 bringeth the Winds out of his ap whe Strange PL. CXEV. ] 


Mercy goes along with it; comes Aying tous 


"Eires. And therefore turn not away your'eyes 
eveninthe'Daſt and AſhesoF our City; if we 


| -diately 


BILIGes;) 

-'» Laftly, -Give God the Glory of his 'Mer- | 
cy too-3- that muſt in no wiſe be forgweren, 8 St Ambeg 
*Tis the privitedge and prerogative of - Mercy, 2 
that iemixeth' it {elf in'all God's Works; 'even peri 
in Juſtice it {ef too; He ſendeth forth Light- ?7 p* 


nings with the Rain ( ſaith the Pſalmiſt ) "Bf 


Furniture, one would think, for-a Treaſury, 
Storms, and 'Tempeſts ! But there is ſo very 
much-of Mercy even in God's Judgments too, 
that they alſo deſerve a place amongſt his Trea- 
ſures, ay and amongſt ours too. For he l- 
cenſerh not a Wind, or-a Stortn, lets not flic 
a flaſh of Li ihrning, or a Ballof Fire, but a 


(if we miſs it not by our Negligence or: Ttad- 
vertency_) upon: the Wings of that Wind; and _ 
diſcovers it ſelf to useven by the Light of thoſe 


ir Hotror, but ſtudy che [ate Cdnflagration- Ard .:- .; 


fft and examihe them well, we may finde _ 
Freaſures of Mercy hidden. 44 

- Mercy firſt; That God -{par'd us, and pr6- _ 
ſery'd us fo- Jong: For without his Divine Maniu- | 
renency, our ſtrongeſt 'Fabticks had faln imme- 
petitheir very Builders, ' He, that-madi 


"all "hits. at» firſt, "by oſcrvinh: pernay 6 
ſtill; new makes them every Moment 3\-and | 
cciv; 11. for. bis Will's ſake alone. they were , Jad are 
created. He carries Nature always. i in his Bo- 
ſom, foſtering and cheriſhing her 5 and that not | 
onely, as ſhe came out of his own hand, and 
bears the Impreſles of his infinite Wiſdom and 
Power ; but as we have transform'd and dil- 
guis'd her by our petty Skill ;. as ſhe isfetter'd 
and ſhackeld by -our filly Artifices : Even the 
: World of Fancy too, the poor Attempts and 
Buriglings of Art, our Houſes of Dirt and 
Clay (which we call Palaces, and fo pleaſe our 
ſelves in ) would quickly: fall aſunder,” and 
moulder all into the Duſt they confi tof did 
not an Almighty Hand uphold ' them. Tf he 
keep not the Houſe. and the City, in vain the | 
- Builder builds, 'and the Watchman wakes, and 
the Centinel ſtands perdu. And therefore give 
wehim the glory of this Mercy, ſaying, Thanks - 
he to the Lo wha ſo long ſhew'd us marvellous 
;. 23, great Kindneſs, I ſay not with the Pſalm, in a 
rrong City, (though the ſtrongeſt wi tout Him 
is weakneſs) butina very weak One : A City 
in the Meanneſs of the Materials, the Oldneſs 
of the Buildings, the Straitneſs -of ſome 
Streets, the il Sxtuation of others, and many 
like Inconveniences:, ſo. expos'd- to.this diſma] 


; - Geeident, that.it mult\ needs, have, been. Jong || 


T fnce in Aſher, had not his minaculogs 


% 


_ tinues'the Fire to us -uſeful-and ſafe, ſervice- 


ftrickgn any more ? | That's.the profperisy of.” Fools Prov.i. FP. 


- Phe ungodly : A horrible Tempeſt indeed | as he 
ſtone 1n the fame Verſe. 


_ us ſtill under his own Diſcipline ; and hath 166 
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rdit;'vho; folong as He'pleaſech Ga 
that i 13. juſt {o-long as we-pleaſe 'Him )''con- 


able; and yet innotent;. with asmuchkeaſe, as 
he Jays | it anepy: and rope in the _ of a 
Flint. 3f 31 

Mercy again, Thar he aftlics. usat ally 3\that 2. 
we are yet in his School ;: that he. hath. 1ot quite 

wen us over, -and:turn'd us out.asunteachable * 

and: incorrigible. F elix,] cui Deus dignatur ira- 
ſer; Caith-Tertullian; in Davids Language, Bleſs- Pſxciy. 
ed is the Man whom thou chafteneft,-.O'Lord, and 
teatheſft bim in thy Law 3+ .{end'ft-him-thy y Jadgs 
ments, and learn'{t him thy Righteoulndls Bur # —_ 

to fin, andnot be-pyniſhe; isthe foreſt puniſh-) =»; 
ment of all, ſaith S. Chryſoſtome.: Dinrifs eos fee. dy j 
cnndum defi Ldebia: Cords, He Juſfer, dibem to'walk Pſ.lxxxi, 13] 
after their own Hearts Lufis, That's a'dreadful 
portion : | Let them alone, Why ſhould they be Iii, g. 


that defiroys them; as Solonion:.;11or as Pavid F 
pbraſeth- it ; this is for God #orain\Snares npon vi.zi, 62 + 


there calls:it, and worle then the Fareand. Brin. 


Mercy too, That he afflitsus us himſelf benps W 2 


yet-given us: over. wato the Willof our "Adwers v«. xxx. 
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ferdddi Chir hand of an Tadny-yiannabe | 
Woeynd:;' HigMaliecos: his Tofolence! denbleg 
and-trebles ithe:Mexation. - TheoMalignity:ob 
the: Infirument mah invenins a Scratch intor 
Gangrene:. But the' Blefied hand of God; eveis 
-when ie; ſtrikes , drops \ .Balſom..! :Hr;very! 
Rods are bound up in filk, and ſoftneſs, :and 
dipt beforce-hand'in Balm : He wotnds, thac he 
may: heal, and: in wounding heals; Una, Ea 
demaue Mani Vuluns, opemque—.: Andithere- 
fore may we never be beaten by the hand ofa 
ali. 5; cruel, and mnſultmg Slave: Bur: ket.our Righte- 
ons Lord himfelf fwrvte 13, and it fball be n K inks 
Z neſs; let himcorrett us, and it ſhalk be an'excellend 
'$atn. 357. Ogl; © let nnftili fall: into the Hands: of God" 
Þ (for- 4:9” > RAIN but let us not fallamo 
Se bande of Meme: ves) 
: Mercy laſtly ich Degree ob the Aﬀidion; 
Ebac he hath puniſhs\ usleſs than ove Tniquities 
= _ b afſicted us 11 Meaſure ; cortedted us 
—_— ,.netin his Fury, for thew we had 
been utterly: brought to-Nothing : That We 
> ©: have had: our: Lives for 'a@prey, and” are” as: 10 
many Fire-brands-pluckt' ous of the Burning) 
#. ii. 39 And-itherefore ,- Why ſhould a- living man comt- 
 - _plam ? Say we ' rather as Abraham did (inthe 
en. xvii. caſeof. Sodom, whenhe hadthat horrible frene 
' - of Vengeance a err his wu We are but pew 
| | endohbeo'+ Noe 


| eridrf Fake i Gato "M 4 
bemngous to Db, nag erewtuenus to) 

too, ys our Houſes ; It 5s patio Pr Lam. iii. 
that We our ſelves alſo are not conſumed, becauſe 

bis Compaſſions fait not; that any part of our 

City is fill temaining;-. chav Godhath' left/ ug 

yet aHoly: place toaffemblcid,;:folemnly;roac- 
knowledge (5 weido thisDay his moſtmira- 
colpus Metcy:: That when all our Wis was puz- 

2etd; abthallourIndbftey. ted our; iwhetthe 1 
Wind wascat thedbghelt, anbeke Fwe'at the < _ 
Hotreft, 'and all-oor Hopes wers now giving np | 
the , Then-He, whoſe Seafon is-ourigreat- 
eſt xtretiny;/ 6K who! Rayethibisrough Wand on xxrii. 
inthe Day. of therEaft-rbindj as' tis/in the next = - corn 
Chapter: He; who! alone ters-Bounds tothe 
Rage 0Þ' che Waters, reſtraiwd: alſo 'on:#-ſud- 
den, che Fury: of this: oftheo:mercilels. andiun- 

pry Avery by: the Interpoſition'of- his- Al- 

| : Fhronſque, Hitherco (hale' thou po, and: 
by  Sakikerw Ay this:defervesinderd/to-be the 
Matter of x;80ng's Joytin-theLordi.upon fo 
grezo an Occation;' upow- fo-noble awExperi- 
ence; ſits not unhandiome on: the: Browof. fo | 
ada Day: asthis is; Ir-fball-befaid mithat Day, Capanr.g 
ſaich-our Prophet, (antleew-lAll fayie;; ay ic 
_ with Triumph; and Jubilee $60;)L9, vhicdoaer 
. God, we havewaited for bim, and He hathſaved : 


« rat. — pong : 


ref ryerars ion por 
| and-trebles : 'the:: Nexation. : -Fhe-> Mal 
the: Infirument may invenins a Scratof intor'@ 
Gangrene\ But the Blefied hand of God, evieiz 
-when / x. rikes drops * Balſomn.| :bits' 
Rods are bound up in filk, and ſoftneſs, ard 
dipt before-hand'in Batm :: He wotnds,, that he 
may: heal, and: in wounding heals; 7 ea 
| demque: Manns Vuluns, opemque—.. Anditheve- 
2M fore may we never be beaten by the hand ofa 
ok, x... cruel, nd inſulting Slave: "4 tet.our Righte- 
ans ord himſelf ſwrite us, audit fball be x IK inks 
5let himcorreft us, «ods ulk be an Sikedions 
Cfor- great are bis Mercins) bus let ns'not falls 
the bands of Men. AUS TEW 
: -Mercylaſly inthe Degree ob the Aﬀkdion; 
That he hath puniſhs\usle(s than ove Iniquities 
46 vapor ; afficedus'1n; Meaſure ; cortefted us 
we ament, net in his Fury, for them we had 
: been (utterly-brought ro-Nothing + That We 
> ©» have had: our: Lives for a prey, and* are” as 10 
* many Fire-brands-pluckt' ous of the Burning? 
g ii. 39 And (therefore , - Why ſhould a-liwing man conv 
' - plain ? Say we "rather as Abraham did 'in»the 
£1. xii. caſeof. Sodom, whenhe had that horrible ſeene 
I of Vengeance now:in' his Eye, We are but Duſt 


þr ice . nb bps Not onely” Duſt'in-the courſe” of | 


, God, we havewaited for bim, and He beyond 
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On _ 


Shvithares Ser Lows Gat _ | 
domgout to Dy, inagierertienns to , 
too, _ our Houſes ; It 5s wary er overs Lam. ili. 
tbat We our ſelvesalſoare not conſumed, becauſe 3 
bis Compaſſions fail. nat: 7 thae LS ;of our 
City is till temaining 3-/ahar £ bh: lefe- us 
yet a'Holy place toaflembdeih, claleamyrone- 
knowledge (as weido this! Day) his moſt: 'mira- 
eolpus Mercy:: That when all our Wiz was paz- 
2etd;abtiallomIndbfiry. ted our; whetsche 
Wind wascat thadtbghelt, aaifebs Fiwe'ac the - 
Hotveft, 'and all-oor Hepes wers now giving np 
the , Then-He, whwe Seaton is-our'great- 
eft xtretiny"; bi; ho fayerbibisrough Wind owl xvi, 
m-the Day of therEaft-rodnd; as'* tis: in the next <= - cord 
Chapter: He, :who-albne fers-Bounds ro the 
Ragg 0h'che Waters, reſttauyd: al(s on:#:{ud- 
den, the Fury; of this/otheo:mevcile(s, andnn- 
raly Element by: the Interpoſmion'of-his-Al- 
mighty: #h:exſque, Hicherco'(hale thoa po, 'and- 
no further.” Ay thisdefervesindeedto-berke 
Matter: of x;90ag1; Joyiin-theLordiupow fo - 
great an Occafion;j.' upow- fo-noble:aniRxperi- 
ence; fits not: unhandfome on: the: Brow of fo 14 
ada Day: asthis is: Irfpal-befaid arthet Day, Capixxy.g 
ſaich:our Propher, '(antleew-lAllfayiir; fay-ic 
with Triumph; and Jubilee t60;)Es, thisac onr 
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i the Lord, we will berplad, fand 're- 
joyce:jni bis) Salvation i: {6 >—DÞhe#hard;- add: laſt 


' nſw oy no We -þ 


paith.(owe. Remantiong: wPs pt peo 


"And now ; at lad _ ſecur? 4 the 
Fountkin of Rigliteouſneſs;: in'the:Diſcharge of 
lomepartoiiour Duty:toGod(where regular- 
ly.itmuſt-begin 3). it remains; Ur ducatur Ri- 
uns; Juſtitiz; de: fonte'- Pietatis | as 8." Gregory 
ſpeaks; Itmuſt pot; bed Fountain ſeabd;or ſhut 
up: within its {ſelf (Religion is not; as By 
would. - have it, a. Superſedeis: ito Con 


Honeſty.;;-: the performing .cur Duty ads 
-- God, no Diſchargeof handles :3 Jo 


the next place'it ſhould: ria down like a River, 


4n- mighty Streams of:Righteouſneſs to all-our 
Neighbors, round-about ys; the-other great 


Branch, -thedecond: Fable, or (if: you: wil tlie 
other Hemiſphere i inthis afeat Globe of *Righ- 
teouſneſs, -' And (here;' Etce novas Hyada, 4- 

linmgue- Oriona —- $0. many:/new: Aſterilms 


and Conſtellatigns of Vereues appear, -thatthe 


time. willnot giveleave tonumber them; or call 
them all by their Names: I can onely touch 
lightly. the greater \Circles,' ſame of the more 


comprehenfive Lines and Meaſtires of: theriv 1 'o | 


—_ few Generals3, and ſo png on 1 
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:» 'Tis Rightcoulneſs Indefini ely-Faſtand fo 1.7” 
Ugiverlally. So.that *twill not be-ſyfhicientito 
'take;forth ſome. part of it'-iniGod's School, a 
- line or two, it may; be, of ourgreat Leſſon, < 
and negle& the-Reſt.; to. ſtudy. ſome-.one 

Page or Paragraph, and; ar all the Book be- 

fides 3 to break the Tables ( to far worſe 

Effe& than Moſes did) and content our ſelves 

with ſome ſorry Fragment : :No,. What ever 

goes under the common ſtyle. of Upiverſal 
Juſtice 3; Whatever falls within the large Bo- 

{om of that comprehenſive Epitome, /inito which 

our Lord himſelf abridg'd the. Law::and the 
Prophets, All things whatſoever ye, would, that Matthyiita 
Men ſhould. do to. you,- do ye. even. ſo to them: ; 
. Whatever comes within compaſs of that: N2u®. 
Baodwres, as $, Tames calls it, the Royal Law: (the Jam:ii. 8; 
latter part of the, holy. Inſtjtates., the; other 
tome of the Chriſtian Pandeds, the ſecond great- 
Commandment like the farfk', as our, Saviour 

ſtyles it.) Thou ſhalt. love thy Neighbor. as thy Mar. wi, | 

ſelf; Even all the Offices and\Inſtances of Du- 30, 396 
ty. between Manand Man; -( Reverence and 
Obedience to our Sauperiors, Courteſie and 
Humanity to.our Equals; Kindneſs -and.Con- 

_ deſcenſion to. our  Inferiers 3: -Gratitude.'and 
1 [Thankfulne(s to our BenefaQors.; þ pare and 
Upright-dealing towards All.:: . - 'Txuth.in our: 
1 Mords, and. Faithfulueſs 10. or « Traſds,, 20d 


- 
$7...» 


caxth ſpeaks, wide in the Extenſion'; fo is it-alfo-as 


-Cineetith;) and Mockfpir 
yet farcher and'thigher, yo tis-a x ms Aa 
neſsimprov'd, and heightned, or atleaſt inter- | 
pretedby our Lord into Love;-and {o obligeth | - 
us beyond the ſtrit Meaſures of Common 
Juſtice, and nor onely renders, whatis legally 
dane, but gives and forgives beyond itz) Equi- 
ty and Moderation to thoſe, that are any way 
obnoxious tous ; Mildneſs and Gentleneſs to 
thoſe, that have atiy way offetided us; Sympa-. 


thie and Compaſlion-towards them that faffer ; 


Mercy and Bounty tothem that need ; 'Good- 
neſs, and Peaceableneſs; and Charity to-all the 
World: :)Theſe are all parts of thisgreat Lefſon, 


and whatever elſe 'may help to denominate us 


"- |. The Righteous Nation that keepeth the Truth (as 


*tisin the-ſecond: Verle of this Chapter) or the 
City, in which dwells Righteouſneſs. © 

But then as 'tis| Righteouſneſs WPrY 
(the - Commandment exceeding broad, .as David 


Deepin the Intenſion,) 'tis- Riphteouſtiefd Ty. 


ternally and Spiritually too; at being a Righte- 


ouſnels taught-usby God's;*and not. by Man's 


Judgments onely, and eonſequetrly muſt have 
anEfect proportionable? 'Tis-when Thy Judg- 
ments are 'in the Farth;* Men Will learn— As 
he Jus; while their fear towards God: 2pas |. 
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words owe T7 the Frerehts FI Men, SG near to 

him, and honored hinr-with their Mouths onel Y, 
but temov'd their Hearts far away from bim, Tſai. 
-|. xxix. 13: Upon the ſame Ground, our Righte- 
1 | - ouſneſs will never exceed the Righteouſneſs of 
1] Scribes, and Phariſees Hypocrites, muſt needs 
; rove Noiſe, and Appearance onely, a meer 
and a vain Semblance, if we learnit1n no higher 
School than Mans, cake it forth from the X IT 

'| Tables onely, nor from the Two, and have no 
other Tutor in it than Solon, or Lycurgus, of 

: Tuſtinian. For the Dejivation can return no 
higher: than the Fountain-Head : ; and what is 
taught us onely by the Statutes of Omri, or at 
Ceſar's Tudgment-ſeat, will never come up to 
what the perfe& Law of God requires. While 
we are under this lower, and external Diſcipline 
onely, if we can bur ckulk, and ſhifr, and play 
leaſt in ſight, and ſeem to be Righteous; though 
we are not ſo ; Re&; in Curid, though not uþ- 
right i in Heart : Or , 1f we be diſcovered and 
impleaded too, if we can, whether by Power. 
or Artifhce, break through the venerable Cob- 

| web, aid! run under the miſerable ſhelter of a 
Temporal Indemnity at thete Jower Bars : | 
Why, All is well ; ' with Solomon's Wanton we proy. xxx, 26 
wipe our Mouths, arid are ſuddenly very. Vir- 
gins again, not onely ſafe, but innocent too. 
£. Butthough Hamane Laws exat onely outward 
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the Heart, becauſe. they cannar diſcern it, nor 
take Cognizance of ſecret Thoughts and Pur-" 
poles, further than they are declar'd by overt 
Acts : Yet God is a Spirit, and a Diſcerner of 
the 1inmoſt Thoughts and Intentions ; and his 
Law Spiritual too, and given to the Spirit : ; and 
the Righteouſneſs taughtin his School, is not a 
Carcaſe, or an Outſide only , but a living Soul, 

and aSpirir of Righteouſneſs : And by conſe- 
quence tt ſtays not in the outwarhAd(the pro- 
per Obje& of Humane Laws and Proviſions; ) 
reſtrains not only open violences ( ſuch as the 
Judgment-ſeat of Man condemns,and the Scat- 
fold, or the Gibbet take notice of; ) not only 
ſmooths and poliſheth the outward Garb, to 
render that plauſible in the eyes of the World: 

But goes yet further, and deeper, even to the 
. Heart; compoſeth the whole Inner-Man too, 
and Jabours to approve that to the Righteous 
Judge, who fees not as Man fees; and in fine, 

calls usup to that- glorious height of the Primi- 
tive Chriſtians in Juſtin Martyr , who: obey'd 
indeed the Municipal Laws of their Countrey, 
. but out-liv'd them too, and ſurmounted them 
far, Tos iÞiois Bois rrewnres. T8 vous, as he {peaks.: 

they contented not themſelves with ſo ſcant 
Meaſures, but flew a ligher and a nobler pitch, 
aiming ata more refin'd and periect Righteouſ- 
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the wort 
and not.of Mans only ; taught in his.School 


alone, and not at our Tribunals. And then 


Laſtly ,  'Tis Righteouſneſs Poſitively and 
Affermatively too. For though the Decalogue 
isalmoſt all over Negative inthe Style andForm 
of it; yet, our Lord, by reducing all the Pre- 
cepts of 1t to one Affirmative (Love,) and alſo 
by his Affirmative Gloſles or Additions to it in 
his Sermon on the Mourt, ſeems to have autho- 
riſed the Rule of their Expoſition , receiv'd 
generally by Chriſtian Divines , That the Nega- 
tive flill infers the Affirmative , and that there 
are many Teas conceal'd in the Boſom of every 
ſuch No. So that however 'tis indeed a part of 
our Duty, Not to Murther, and not to Slander, 
and not to Covet, and the like, (an Obligation 
conſequent: upen God's Prohibition ; and he. 
takes it well, when for his ſake we abſtain from 


theEvil, we areinclin'd or ſtrongly ſolicited to, 
+and ſo accepts graciouſly our very Nothing, as I 


may call it, our not doing amils; thus giving us 
leave to incloſe, as tt were, a part of eur Waſte, 
andito raiſe ſome Revenue upon it: ) Yet this 
is ſo much ſhort of the Height of the Leſſon we 
are to learn in God's School, that 'tis only the 
unlearning ſomething that might obſtru@ it ; {o 
far from making us truly Righteoxs., that it can 
only ſtyle us Innocent , andiſet us Extra. witias 
' | | LTAUICT 
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not, as other men are, Srertionery: or Unjuſt : 


In ome Caſes he is unjuſt too, that gives not 


his own, as well as he that takes away what is 


br . cxii. > anothers; In the Sacred Diale& Almes-deeds 


"are Juſtice too;. even Ads of Mercy , and 
Bounty to thole that need them, ſtrict; Furis, a 
part of our Righteouſneſs ſometimes to indiſ- 
penſable, as not to be omitted without Sin. 
And therefore glorihie thy ſelf no longer, that 
thou do'it Harm to no Man : 
Cam dicis ftultum, qui donat Amico. 
Quj paupertatem lewat, attolitque propinqui, 
Et ſpoliare. doces could the Heathen 
Poet ſay. He robshis Neighbor, that relieves 
him not -: He ſpoils his. Friend, that in ſome 


Caſes doth not ſupply him. And though 'ris 


pr. vii. 2, Well (a good Degree ) it we can ſay with S. Paul, 


I hawe wronged no Man ; yet he onely is perfeQ- 
ly blameleſs in this kinde, Q#z ne in eo quidem 


K Evie, #lli noceat, quo prodeſſe deſi iftat,, as S. Jerome ex- 
þed Ce- cettently ; who doth not this Evil to his Neigh- 


bor, that he omits to do himall the Good he 
can. Thou didft not burn thy Neighbors 


houle, (a ſtrange ptece of uncouth Righteoul- ' 
ucks! D But do'ſt thou receive him into thy own, 


We muſt not yy F| 
- content-qur ſelves wich a Negative Righteoul- 
nels; nor confine, and limit it within the ſorry - 
c wxii.12: Bounds of the: Phariſaical Boaſt, That we are 
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] now heisharborleſs? Thou bafſt' not'oppreſt, 


Abundance the Supply -of his Want in this pre- 
| ſentExigent? thy Superfluity, the Ranſom and 
Redemption of his extream Neceſſities ? "It 
not, Remember, that Dives 1s In torments, not 
for rabbing Lazarzs, but for not relieving him : 


And the dreadfal Decretory Sentence proceeds Matth, zxy 7 


at the laſt Day, not for oppreſfing the poor, 
but for not feeding, not cloathing, not viſiting 
them : A RefleGion very common indeed; yet 


never more proper or {caſonable, than art this - 


time, when God preſents us an Objed of 
Charity, the greateſt, I think , and the moſt 
conſiderable that was ever offer'd to this Nati-- 
on, and when Heaven and Earth expect, that 
| ſomethingextraordinary ſhould be done. 


I Have now opened the Book, andlaid it be- 


fore you, and given you a ſhort Draught of- 


this very important Lefſon : A Leffon fo con- 


ſiderable, that our Wiſe and Good God thinks- 


it worth the while: to rout Armies, and ſink 


| Navies; to burn up Cities, and turn Kingdoms: 


' upſidedown; to ſend Wars, and Plagues, and 
Conflagrations amongſt us ;-to {et open all his 


Schools , and ply all his ſevereſt Methods to 


teach it us the more effecually, Think now, 


—————— 


_ orimpoveriſht thy Brother; Tis well: Bur is thy 


"R that he Jooks down this Day from Heaven to | 


emcee "are MIT Voda be v nr ern enema 


take notice of our Proficiency. ;.tq ſee be Er T 


ing Righteouſneſs. And is it poſlible, we ſhould. 
ſand out any longer ? Can we ſtill reſiſt ſo 
owerful a Grace ? Are not the parts of the 
Text by this time, happily met together? and 
the Trath of it accompliſhr, and exemplifted in 
' _usto the tull ? ---- Gods Judgments on us, and 
his Righteoulneſs in us ? Who would not think, 
and-hope ſo? But as St. Ferome complains of 
his Age ( which was indeed very calamitous ) 
Orbis Romanus ruit, & tamen Cervix noftra non 
fleSitur : The World finks and cracks about 
our Ears, and yet our Neck as (tiff, and the 
_ © Creſt of our Pride as lofty, and as ere as ever. 

| How few are they that repent in Duſt and 
Aſhes, even Now, that God hath laid our City 
in Duſt, and our Houſes in Aſhes! Look we 
firſt upon the Text, -and then upon-our ſelves, 
and we muſt ingenuouſly acknowledge , That 
whatever Abatements or Diminutions-to_ the 
Height of the defign'd Event of God 's Judge- 
ments upon us, .the Text, or any Verſion of it 
note, or imply, our wretched evil Lives do but 
tO plainly exprels and-juſtifie. For ---- 

1. Who arethey that are {aid here ro learn 
Righteouſneſs in _the Text? Not alwayes the 
Afﬀiced themſelves, it ſeems ; but ſome 
-Others that ſtand. by and: look on. For tis not 


weareadvanc'd by theſe hisJudgmentsin learn- | | 
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F to Che Pe PET £7 ak the ophraſe inanifeRtly v: varies 
in the parts of the Propoſition : TJudgments in 
the Earth, or upon the Land, ſome' particular. 
| Countrey : ; and the World at large, or fome few 


in it learns Righteouſneſs.” Thus Tyrzs ſhall be de- 24c,; ix 4. 


vour d with Fire, faith the of ni Aſbkelon 
ſhall ſee it, and fear: ; Gaza and Ekron ſhall be 
very rrrowful : But not a word how Tyrzxs her 
ſelf is affeted. God forbid it ſhould be ſo 
with us ! May it never be ſaid, that any of our 
Neighbors make better uſe of our Calamities, 
' than we our ſelves! Have we any fo hard-heart-: 
ed amongft us, that can look upon fo fada 
| SpeQacle, as if they fate all the while in che 
Theatre, or walkt in a Gallery of Pictures; lic-- 
tle more concern'd,than at the Siege of Rhodes; 
or the Ruines of Troy : ? Shall any Neighbor- 
City ay wiſely ---- Mea res agitur, Jam proximus 


| ardet Vcalegon----? Shall our enemies them-- 


ſelves ( the Sober and the Wiſe amongſt them, 

at the leaſt) tremble at the Relation, and we 
continue ſtupid, and ſenſeleſs? Shall Conftan- 
tinople and Alexandria reſent it, and we not 
regard it as we ought ? Nay , ſhall Chins and: 
Peru ( it may be ) Surat and Mexico, both the 
Indies hear, «+ be affected withir, ind we our 
{elves rafenl ble ? 'Shall the Inhdbitancs of the 
World abroad warm: themſelves at our Fires , 
_ with kindly and holy Heats ; while in the mearr 


_— _ our Reis are not kindled, nor our =, F 


UC, Xix.41, 


Charity inflam'd, and our Devotion as-cold and 
frozen as ever ? Shall our Mountain- (which we 
ſaid in-our jolly pride ſhould never be removed) 
be fulminated ,, and thunder-ſtrook,; but the 
Bleſſed ſhower, that follows; the Inſtruction, 
that:deſcends after, like the Rain, flide off to the 
Vallies, to Others, that are round about us ? 
Our Lord wept over Ferufalem, becauſe ſhe knew 
not then (at forty years diſtance) the time of her 
Viſitation ;, for the Days will come, (aith He,wheir 
there ſhall not be left one ſtone upon another : But 
Wo'is me! Our day is come already, and our 
Viſitation. now: aCtually upon us ;. and yet-E 
fear,, we will not know it, as we ought: 
For— 

2. Reflect a little upon the Tenſe of the 
Verb, how that varies too in the parts of the 
Propoſition: The Judgements Arein the Earth, 
and the Inhabitants Will learn—— (So the 
Vulgar Latin and' the Engliſh: ) *Tis ſtill per 
verba:'de futuro. For we liſt not to hand-faft 
ourſelves to God Almighty, to make ourſelves 
over to. lim! by preſent Deed: of Gift ; but 
would tain, forſooth, bequeath our wlyen to 
him a Legacy i in our laſt Will and Teſtament. 
Ay: but In-Neceſvitatibus nemo liberalis: Tis not 
a free or a noble Donation; which-we beſtow, 
when we can keepit no longer: ourſelves: For. 
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” fuch. ail {Ewe nmay: th: ath:, -cather po 
than the Toharor faith$. Clothes Ea we TT 7: 
areal. Clmicks inthis,point} * wouldfain have a jim 
Baptiſm. in Reſerve., -a Waſh for all -our- Sins, *** 
when. we cannot poſibly. comtnit-them any 
more. |.Like-Felizthe. unjuſt-Governor, when 
S. Paul reaſons, of Rightcouſnels , our -Heads After 
begin toake,: and.preferitly 'we adjourn, with, 
'Go thy: way for. this time! ; Kain 8 yare>aGivres 
_ (as he ipretended:) when we' have Time-and 
- Opportunity, and-convenient Leiſure- (which 
we read not; that he ever found) in plain Eng- , 
liſh, when we/thaye nothing elſe to do, or can 
do nothing el{e ;,..then we'll take - forth this 
Leffon.; —Learn Righteouſkels, asCatodid 
Greek, jam Septuagenarins, juſt when weiare 
A dying; —-Þegin then tocon ourpart; when 
we are ready to be hiſt, off che Stage,and Death 
is now pulling off our Properties. But.take we 
heed in time: He may prove a falſe Prophet, -, 
that promiſeth himſelf to die the Death of. the 
Righteoxss, when he hath loe/4,and purſy'd the 
Ways., and Wages of Unrighteeaſneſs all bis 
life long : Who thinks, it he can but ſhape the 
Jaſt faint Breath he draws into a formal pretence 
of forgiving: all the. World, and a flie Deſire j 
of. being forgiven : | Upon theſe two hangs the — 
whole ſtreſs of his Righteouſneſs, he goes out. 4 
God's School-upon faircerms, .and thinks to 
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deoper thanſo0s Th that Wemult feat for, 


n of ithe! Text: labor 


'tis that we may bleed-for : *Tis All, that Milan 
loſt, and All;-ehat Chrifh came to recover-: 
'Tis:the Buſineſs of onr-whole life, and 'wis'de: 


4 fperate Folly : -and Madnefs to defer to-learn it 


tl: Death, *when'God now calls as toaccount 
for it. "Though the Verb- in ſome Verſions be 
ture (as I'd) yer ſtill 'tis- Diſcent Habita- 
tore; Wwe mult learn it, while we dwell here- 
inthe World ; and who can ſecure us that. be- 
yond* the next Moment? When once we re- 
move hence, there's ns Schoal beyond : The 
Platonick  Eruditorine-'in - O rigen ( a place 
under Ground,- I know not where, in which 
ſeparated Souls are ſapposd to learn what they 
miſt of, or negle&ed'here) 25 verya Fable as 
the Platonick Purgatory: As there 35 #0; Work, 
zor Labor ; fo no Device, nor Knowledge, nov 


Wiſdow in the Grave. The Schools are all in 


this World : All beyond is Priſon, and Dun- 
geon, ' and place of Torment, for ſuch-as learn 
nottheir Duty here ; Fire without Light, and 


ntrer Darkneſs. 
. Agaiit, They did learn (fo the Syriae, and 


the Interlincary Latin?) *when thy Judgments 
were in the Earth : For there is Ea —_— the 
Origuial of the former clauſe , - and 


a Sth 
m1 z n 


By — CE ner, wg: 


2 RELIES: WT be fupphiel elthti-why "hey 
1 thy Judgments Are of Were in the Farth.: And 
the Conjunttion” 'may' ſeem to ſand fair for 
the" later , YON 7. quantum, of fuxt2 qnod 3 | 
|]. wi (as R. David gloſſeth it) qua menſura, aut 
| modo; andſotheSyriac, Qualia Fudicia, Fdlem 
Tufftitiam Aidicernnt* So much Judgment,” fo 
much "Juſtice 3 Righteoulneſs'they did learn, 
juſt white God's Rod was overthem, and nb 
longer. * This while God's Phgnes lay heavy 1 
wy Pharadh; eventhat Riff neck bow'd; and 3 
that hard heart wasfofttit®; 'As fron in aquick  , -; 
Fire reſents and melts, bar take it out of the 
\ Fprnace; and it grows ; hard again, ' nay worſe, 
Chuiliſh and unmalleable: Ando hi ben he 
ſaw that there was Reſpite, G0, ext, of a 
breathing time, he hardned hzs eos Ex.viti 5. 
"And do not we all the ſame*? * Like teeming | 
-| Women, while the pangs arettiponus; webhawe Joh. xvi.; - 
"ſorrow ; when fome great Affliction gives us a | 
; fmart Viſit, ſtrikes home, and deep, we ſeem 
tobe alittle ſenſible : Ay buc'the Throws once 
over, &x tl. KINugrtver, {aith'our Lord, the Wor | Y br 
| man "remembers them no more 3 and lo we, 
[ If but for a little ſpace Grace be  ſhewed ws," 
if God gives us but @ little Reſpite in 4 
Bondage , like Iſrael newly returned from | 
| Babel , we ftreight forget his Commandments ,, 
+ which'made the ood Ezra aſham'd- and bluſh: _ 
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S., LO. 144 3%; f5FOC : 
. Happy. We, if, as Pliny. by 6 his friend. 
| vii. Ep. Marowns, Tales eſſe ſani j perſeveremus , quales 
futuros profitemur infirm ; ; if we continue ſuch. 
in Health; .as we proce, tobe upon our ſick- 
beds, Buc Alas.! Convaluit : ; Manſit, ut ante. 
How:few with David pay theVows which they 
ſpa ke e with their Mouths.,, when they were in 
trouble 2, No not the engagements on the fick- 
h bed-vaniſh, like the Dreams of the ſick, forgot- 
ten,, as if they had never been ?_.I a ppeal to. 
your own Boſoms. ; .though affe&ed at firſt. | 
with. this late, diſmal Accident, - doth. it not. 
prove to! yol. a Nine-days Wonder, and: your. 
Thoughts, choygh-much ſtartled at firſt, by de- 
grees reconcile toit ? Do not your Devotions. 
begin to. grow cold with the Fires; rak'd up, . 
' like thoſe dying ſparks in dead Aſhes, andburi-. 
ed inthe Duſt; —Ignes ſuppoſiti Cineri doloſo.? * 
uſt as our Prophet ſtates it here, While. thy 
ndgments were upon them, they. hears d ; But 
as it follows immediately, Fiat Gratia Impia., 
Let Fawor be ſhewed to the Wicked, the leaſt 
Intermiſſion or kind Fnterval, and be will 
not learn Righteouſneſs, ſaith the Text exprelly.; 
he ſoon lays by his Book, and gives over. . 
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ke _ 4 or nts > The Chaldee. Par 
' raphralt interpoſeth here a'very Material and; 
0 perative word, Diſcent operari,. they will-learn- 
"W9? to do, orto work Righteouſneſs, And this; 
Addition ſhews us another of our Defecs;. cuts 
oft; I tear, above half the Roll of onr Learners 
atonce. | Welive (as Laid) ina learned Age: 
_  Butinallthis Croud and.Throng of Learners, 
how. few put themſclyes in good earneſt into 
God'sSchool? And ofthem that do;how. much-. 
fewer yet take forth their Leſſon aright ?--Learn. 
any thing eſſe they will, but.not Righteouſneſs; 
and if. that, any thing, but ro do.1t?: But this 
15not: OgSoroues, rightly; to. divide ; this: is: to - 
mangle the Text , _ and toſaw- Iſaiah alunder 3 
again. Would, learning, or talking, ar- pre-- © +} 
tending ſerve the turn, we might | ide Right | 
teouſnefs enough in the World : We &an de- 
fine it, and diſtinguiſh it , criticize upon*the 
Word, and diſpute of the Thing without end : 
We ſtuff. our Heads with the Notion,..and-tip' 
our Tongues with the Language, and fill-the % 
World with our pretences to1t : But Little Chih. x Johiii. 75 
den, ſaith S: Fohn,(O ye World of Learners); 
Be not, deceived, (Let no Manſeduce you into 
this piece: of Guofticiſm, as H-.to learn, -or. to 
know, were ſufficient; No, :) 'Orawy, He that ; 
doth Righteduſneſs, be is Righteous, . Non. fortia 
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lite of Religion i As Doing. What ane; we 
ili. 76, muſt, pratice' too ; hereto «we hawe already 


> 
{nc XL 26, 
4 


' the Head, like a Bull-ruſh for 3 A __ 
afew Grimacesof Sorrow, a-ſad. 


attained,-we muft walk, in it, ſaith'the Apoſtle. 
They, that follow d Chriſt, were firftindeed 

cad Diſciples, that's, Learners, forthere we 
muſt 'begin”;) Bur they ſoon aftercommenc'd. 


-Chriftians at Antioch, Anointed to Attion, as 


the word implies ; and this Name ſticks by them 
Fill, as the more eſſential. Their Oil muſt not 


be {pent all. in the Lamp, In Schola Sapientie, 


that they may ſhine by Knowledge; they muſt 
do their Exerciſes too In Gymnaſio Fuſtitie; be 
anointed to the Agon, and to = Combat (as 


the Champions of old;) and if they expe&the 


Crown of Righteouſne(s, muſt not onely learn 
romp: but learn to doi it. 


AN PER 5 ſhut up All, 2ndtoin- 
forceit zlictle upon ſuch Topicks , asthe - 
Text, and the fad Face of things amoneſt tis 
ſuggeſts) Let us no longer trifle with God Al- 


| mighty, now we finde to our coſt, that He is 


in good earneſt with us. 'Be not dectived; God, 
Im ſure, 5s not- mockd. *'Tis not our Faſting, 
and looking demure a little, and hanging down 
'Lis not 
ord, or two, 


FT oa :a weeping Eye withferus: erin: — Qur TTY 
| keartsmuſt bleced.too, _ our Soulomuſt be affliQ- E 
ed, and mourn-for our: old Ugrighteouſneſſes, 2 
and forſake themroo;. and: renouhce them? all 4 
fog. ever ; -and yet Bet ot mw_ forth; new b 
Leſſons: of Rightequinels 7-1 Convwerſa- . per. iii, 1h 
tions and Golfer. as S. Peter Peaks, —_ 3 
All the inſtances of Piety; and Juſtice, and 
Charity, ye heard off evennow, or all this holy 
Diſcipline of God: is loſt , and ſpent in vain = 
upon us., For this 5s. all the' Fruit, faith our Capxxvii'g 
Prophet, to take awayſin : If that remain ſtill m . 
us, Adverſity isa bitter Cup indeed. To kee ep 

- our fins, and hold them faſt, even when God's 
Judgments are upon us for them, clis1s. with 
Copranymus, \go pollute the Fountain that ſhould 
wafh us, to-defile the ſalutary Waters-of Aﬀ- 
fAiQion , to prophane the. holy Fires of God's 
Furnace , and to pals throught the Fire to Mo-. 
bch, ta ſome reigning and domineering fin, 
ſome Tyrant-luſt or Miſtreſs-paſſion. , Cor-- 
rection without Inſtruction, this ; is the Scourge 
of Aſſes, not the Diſcipline of Men, nor the- 

| Rod of the Sons of Men. ' To ſuffer much, © 
and not to be at all the better forit,. 'tis certain-- 
ly one of the ſaddeſt portions that can befal us 

in this- World ; if not the fore-boding and” 
Prognoſtick of a far fadder- yet to come, ' the 


| very Begingings of Hell here, the Forctaſts of 
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all this hide the ſweet 


. retain the -old Complacence in thy ſparkling 
Cup, though thou feel '{t it already biting like 


Prov: ix.17. Ntll,. Stoly Waters are ſweet, though like thoſe 


E carry a 'Curle along with them into thy very 
Fx Cor.x.22. 'Bowels ? * Dare' we thus provoke the Lord to 
Job xxxviii. Fealouſie ? Are we ſtronger than He ? Gird-up 
4 now thy loyns like a Man , thou ſtouteſt, and 
Job xl. 0. gallanteſt of the'Sons. of Earth. "Hat thoy an 
E Arm like God? or canft'thon thunder. with a 
Hifai. xxxiii. J/oice like bem? Wilt thou ſet the Briars and 
[74 Thorns.ofthe Wilderneſs againſt him in Battel- 
q Array-? - or - canſt, thou dwell with everlafting 
Rom.ii. 4. Burnings ? Or deſpiſeft thou the Riches of xs. 
I Goodneſs and Forbearance ; not knowing: (re- 
2 Pet. iii, 15. fuſing. to know ) that the Long-ſuſfering of: our 
F- Loxd. is Salvation, and that his Goodneſs lead- - 
eth thee 30 'Repentance '? Ti not , know af- 
' £ſuredly, . that thy Hardneſs and _Itnpeniteur & 


'T. Hear, do burrreab 


#2 Gl patinde ; Cod grant, we be not forc'dat 


r Ty: ; or th ce, et a He ter ag cer, DS OY 4 Is 
and a more inſupportable Wrath.. | ..._ . p 
| _ And therefore let us not flatcer our av | 

nor think that God hath now emptied his Qui- 
ver, and ſpentall his Artillery upon us : Let us 
not come forth delicately with the fooliſh 4- 
84%, ſaying , Sarely the Bitterneſs of Death is 1 Sam.zv-3 
No, the Dregs of the Cupof Fury, are 


laſt to driak them, and ck them up. ' .Great 
Plagues remain for the ungodly, faith the Fſalmift. Pſ.xxxii. Ix ; 
Ve unum abiit ; Ecce duo wveniunt, One-Wo is % 
paſt, but behold there come two Woes more ;, for 
the, reft of Men that were, not kill d by the former 
Plagues, repented not, Apoc.ix. 12,20. When 
God's Rods and his. F erulas: (the Diſcipline of 
Children) are contemn'd', he hath a laſhof 
Scorpions to ſcourge the obſtinate. When the 
Ten dreadfn] Plagues. are ſpent all upon a 
ſtubborn Egypt without effe&, there's a Red 
Sea yet in Reſerve, that at Iaſt ſwallows All : 
And if our preſent. Afflidions reform us not, 
that we {in no more 3, take we. heed, leſt yet a 
worſe thing befal us. Remember, that when 
the Touch of God's little Finger did not terrifie - 
us, he ſoon made us feel the Stroke of his heav 
Hand. If the more benign, and benedift Me- 
dicines will not work, nor ſtir usatall, he can 
PEePRce, Baa: rooghes Recipe, ora afronge ah ; 


X  retrive and bring back his former" fude 


<4 S A Baaerarbs 


in ſharper Degree; or elſe ſend Upon Us rew 
ones, - which we never dream off 
The [Devil of Rebellion, and Diſobedience. 


which not long ſince polſeſ the Nation, rent 


and tore-1t til] it fom'd again, and pin d Away 
in lingring Corſamptions ; that caſt it oft times 
into 'the Fire, and oft times into the Water 
( calamities of all ſorts) to deftroy it; is now 
through God's Mercies caſt out, and weſeem 
to fit quiet, and ſober at the feet of our De- 
liverer, cloth'd, and in” our right Minds a- 
gain. But yet this ill ſpirit, this /reſtleſs Fu- 
ry ( this unquiet, and dreadful Alaftor, the 
eldeſt ſon of: Nemeſis,” and heir apparent to all 
the Terrors and Miſchiets. of his Mother ) 
walks about day and night, ſeeking Reſt, -and 
finds none ; and he faith in his heart, I will 
return fome time or other to my Houle, from 
whence I came out. Oh let us take heed 
of provoking that God, who alone chains u 
his Fury,- -leaft for our Sins he permit him to 
return once more, With ſeyen other: Spirits 
more wicked than himſelf, and fo our laſ 
Eſtate prove worle than the former. 

The Sword of the Angel of Death, which 
the laſt year cut down almoſt a hundred 
thouſand of us, may ſeem; to have been glut- 
popes with our Blood, and to have putupit ſelf 
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Þ [Iovb: the - ſoabbard. wieſe he file 2s the Wo, bh EY 
| pherſpeaks: God grant i ie may reſt here, and k 
, be ſtill. - Bur, as it followes there; How can 
it be quiet, if the Lord give it anew Comm 
againſt us 2 Methinks I ſee the hand ſtill up- 
on\the Guard, and unleſs'we prevent 'it' by 
our ſpeedy Repentance; it may- quickly be 
drawn again more terrible than ever, new fur- 
| bitht, and whetted with rhe keener <d ge,” and 
- point, our wretched  Ingratitude mnieſv" needs 
have given it. | The Sun of Righteomhels was 
ready to riſe upon us with healing in his 
Wings, to clear our Heaven again, and to 
{catter-the Cloud of the laſt years 'unhealthi> 
nes. ' 'Bur' yer, methinks, this ſlow-moving 
cloud'hangs ſtilf o're our Heads, hovers yet 
in View,. with God knows how many Plagues 
and Deaths in the Boſom of it : and with- 
out our ſerious Amendment we have no Rain- 
bow to aſſure us, that we ſhall not again'be 
drencht in that horrible Tempeſt. Though ; 
the beſt Naturaliſts ſay, That great publick Fires Diemerbri d 
are a proper Remedy for the Plagne, Yet God, © Nee 
if he be angry can ſend a ruffling Wind into IM 
the very Aſhes of our City, blow them mito | 
the Air, and turnthem, as thoſe of the Ez9p- tx. is. 8 
tian Furnace, into a Blain, and a Botck, and - , 
a pig, ne: fore pon's us.. 
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Mill remains: As the lightning comes out of the 

Egf,* faith our Lord, and ſbineth even untothe | 
Weft, ſo ſhall my coming be, ( ſc: to deſtroy Je- 
ruſalem, ) and wherever the Carcaſe is, will 
the Eagles be gathered together, Math. xxiv. 
Fire-is the Eagle in Nature ; nothing in the 
Elementary World mounts ſo- high to its place, 
and ſtoops ſo low to its prey : the: two pro- 
perties God himfelf aſcribes to that Bird, Fob 
XXxix. 27-30. And if we {till refuſe obſti- 
nately to: be gathered, like Chickens under 
our Lord's Wing, he can again let looſe this 
Bird of Prey, - this Eagle of Heaven upon us ; 
and from the Eaſt, where ic began before, 
flie it home like Lightning *« Sous even to 
the utmoſt . Weſt, to ſeize, and to devour 
where ever. there is the leaſt Quarry remain- 
far if this move usnot, letus remember that 
Wwe have another City upon! the Waters, a 
floating Town of moveable Forts and. Caſtles, 
the Walls and Bulwarks - of the Natian ; 
ſtronger than thoſe of Braſs, the Fable ſpeaks 
off. As we deſire that God would eyer-fil 


a6 their Sails with proſperous Gales., and ſtill bring 


them home with Honor, and ViGtory, and good 
Sreceſs, Let us take heed that we fight nor 
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f _— ahi r06- -Gad Sia, like" a Talent. of "SM 


* bead *ufay Bok them! to: the. Batoons 4: Oar 


Luſts, and Paſſions, and Animoſicies may fire 


them ; our Drunkennefs, and-deep'Excefles 
may drown them:; our Vollies of: Oaths and 
Blaſphemies may: pierce them ; nay, our Sedi- 
tious Murmurings, and-Privy Whiſperings may 
blow them over. For God is Piorum Rupes,Reo- 
rum Scopulys; a Rock to found the Juſt upon, 

but a Shelf to ſhipwrack, and. confound the Un- 


righteous. 


And yet all thele are but the common Roads, 


and ordinary Inſtances-of God's Dilpleaſures : 
But he bath alſo, beſides, and beyond all theſe, 


anknown Treaſures of Wrath ,: vaſt ſtores. of Pf. xc. 22 


hidden Judgments.( for-who hnows the\ Power, 


er the extent of bis Anger 2). Laid: up inthoſe 


ſecret Magazines, where his Judgments are, 
when :they are not im-the Þarrh,. reſerv'd as his 
dreadfu] Artillery. againft. the time: of trouble , 
againſt the day of Battel and War, as he ſpeaks 
himſelf, Fob xxxviii. 23: Oh let ustake heed 


of treaſuring up to onr ſelves Wrath. againſt that , _. s 


day of Wrath, and:the Rewelation f his righteous 
Judgment. 
_- And now. what: ſhall: Lſay more; if: all-that 
hath: been, ſaid . hutherto:;. prove. "ineffetual ? 
The- Text. affords yerone Expedienc, as" the 


 Chaldes Parapheaſt, may! ſeem 4 40. have under 727,08 
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blow over, and our! Fires ,// you fee, though 


ſtoodit.; Beranſe thy Fudgmene; ſaith he (not I} 
vg, as inthe Hebrewy but N77 or IY-NIY as | 
the Jews call ity; and S. Fade: trom'them , The 
Judgment of thegreat Day) becauſe:that Judg- 


ment, though not as.yet 1n the Earth, 7s yet 


Þ - 5 Wn 


fxt, and appointed , and: prepared for all the 


Eartb 8? -1n: the Hebrew it {elf roo, for rather 
than: the'Earth ) therefore moſt certainly, if 
atall, or for. any thing, the Inhabitants of the 
World will learn Righteouſneſs. | 

But if they put far from them this evil day 
too, as:at they had made a Covenant with 
Death and with Hell ; it they finally refuſe' to 
come under God's :Ducipline , and. to take 
forth to: themſelves Leſions of Righteoulneſs 
here, they ſhall-then be made themlielves great 
Leſſons, and dreadiul cxamples of God's 
Righteouſnelſs'to all the. World. If they will 
not glorifie God m' thele Fires, as they ought, 
nor\walk (in. the light of-them; let themre- 
member that, there are Fires without Light , 
where-none gloritte him, but by ſuffering the 
Eternal Vengeance of their {ins.' There muſt 
they learn: by faddeft: experience , who ob- 
ſtinately refuſe the more gainful Method, 
64 poſdeeyr ©umonn, That.'tir afearful thing tofall 
into:the bands-of 'a living God. | 'For our ene- 
mics here muſt-die,, and our ftorms at-laſt 
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God lives; hath'a Worm too, that-dies not (for _ 
thoſe that live nor as they ought ) and a fire 
/ that is not quenched : The Babylonian Furnace, 


ſeven times hotter than. uſual;” a cool walk to 


- that ; all our Vulcans and Etnas, our ' He- 


clas and Andes faint types and ſhadows of it ; 
the great Conflagration, we ſo lately trembled 
at, and ſtill bewail but a Spark to thatinfernal 
Tophet, but a painted Fire to that dreadful Mon- 
gibel ; even Everlaſting Burnings. From which, 
God of his tender Mercy deliver us All; and 
- give us Grace in this our. Day, (the Day of. his 
Tullamens) ſo to learn Righteouſneſs, and ſo 
to do it, that at the laſt, and great Day of 
Judgment, when he ſhall come again to 
Account with us for all our Learning , and for 
all our Doings, we may through his Mercy re- 
ceive the Crown of Righteoufneſs, for his ſake 
alone,who ſo dearly bought it for us, even Jeſus 
Chriſt the Righteous: To whom with the Fa- 
ther, and the Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed byus, 
and all the Creatures in Heaven and Earth , 
Bleſſing, Honor, Glory, and Power, henceforth 
and for evermore.$ Amen. }{=- op H{=- 
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